
  7th September 2022 

Minutes of an extraordinary Little Chalfont Parish Council meeting held on the 7th September 2022 

in Little Chalfont Village Hall @8.30 pm 

Present: Cllr V Patel interim Chairman) Cllr C Ingham, Cllr J Walford, Cllr B Gallagher, Cllr C Holmes, 
Cllr D Nussbaum, Cllr N Henry-Ames, Cllr D Silverstone. 

In attendance:  Ms S Matthews (Parish Clerk) and Mrs S Butcher (Assistant Parish Clerk) 

1)  Apologies for absence: Cllr M Crowe 

2)  Members of the public: None 

3) Declarations of interest: None. 

4)  To discuss the Autumn newsletter: A discussion was held regarding articles to be included in the 

newsletter. The following was decided - Cllr Walford allocated articles to councillors to compose. 

The Parish Clerk to organise the timeline and contact Mr Lockyer regarding distribution to the 

village. To use Vario for the printing of the newsletter. 

5) To consider the parish council’s approach to the appeal on planning application PL/21/4632/OA, 

appeal reference APP/X0415/W/22/3303868 Land between Lodge lane and Burtons Lane, Little 

Chalfont: In view of the strong concern in the community that this development in the Green Belt 

should be prevented if possible, the Parish Council and the Community Association has made a 

thorough investigation of the advantages and disadvantages of applying for “Rule 6 participation” in 

the appeal process. Rule 6 participation would have to include the employment of counsel and 

professional witnesses at the ten-day public inquiry opening on 6 December, and other paid support. 

This was discussed with the local planning authority, Buckinghamshire Council (who will take the 

lead, with their own counsel and witnesses, in opposing the appeal), with the parish council’s legal 

adviser on planning matters, and with a barrister experienced in planning appeals. 

After consideration the parish council concluded that the high cost of the necessary professional 

representation before and during the appeal inquiry under the Rule 6 procedure would not be 

justified by the potential, limited benefits likely to be obtained in this case.  It is normal to apply for 

such participation only if there are important differences between the case to be made on behalf of 

the community, and that to be made by the local planning authority. It was decided that in this case 

there are few differences, and that they can be dealt with adequately in a written statement.  

An important factor in the decision was the existence of the comprehensive written objection 

already made to the original planning application, supported by professional studies on the major 

aspects, which will be read by the appeals Inspector. This will be supplemented by a new written 

submission updating the earlier objections. Members of the parish council and community 

association (LCCA) will attend the appeal inquiry, and will be permitted to speak and answer 

questions from the Inspector at the start of proceedings.  

It was decided not to apply for Rule 6 participation at the appeal, but to submit a new written 

statement jointly with the LCCA, based on the draft already circulated to councillors. It was noted 

that the LCCA committee had reached the same conclusion.  

 

6) Any other Business: None 

Signed:..................................................... 

Date:........................................................ 
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